
Detailed, complete, timely and reliable 
statistics are essential to monitor the energy 
situation at a country level as well as at an 
international level. Energy statistics are indeed 
the basis for any sound policy decision.

However, despite the importance of energy in world 
development, energy statistics have experienced a 
decline over the last few years. There are several 
reasons behind this decline, including liberalisation of 
the market, additional data requests, budget cuts and 
diminishing expertise.

Knowing the importance of a sound energy information 
system, the International Energy Agency, in co-operation 
with the Statistical Office of the European Communities 
(Eurostat), has prepared this Energy Statistics Manual.

The Manual can be used by energy statisticians and 
analysts of all countries; in a few places it also includes 
references to the Joint IEA/OECD-Eurostat-UNECE 
questionnaires.

Transparency is high on the agenda of energy policy-
makers. It starts with transparent and reliable data. The 
Manual should contribute to improve the understanding 
of definitions, facilitate the use of units and conversion 
factors, clarify methodology, and, at the end of the day, 
improve transparency.


