
Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 

Health Care System Performance Rankings

AUS CAN FRA GER NETH NZ NOR SWE SWIZ UK US

OVERALL RANKING 3 10 8 5 2 6 1 7 9 4 11

Access to Care 8 9 7 3 1 5 2 6 10 4 11

Care Process 6 4 10 9 3 1 8 11 7 5 2

Administrative Efficiency 2 7 6 9 8 3 1 5 10 4 11

Equity 1 10 7 2 5 9 8 6 3 4 11

Health Care Outcomes 1 10 6 7 4 8 2 5 3 9 11

EXHIBIT 1

Data: Commonwealth Fund analysis. 



Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 

Comparative Health Care System Performance Scores
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EXHIBIT 2

Note: To normalize performance scores across countries, each score is the calculated standard deviation from a 10-country average that excludes the US. See How We Conducted This Study for 
more detail. 
Data: Commonwealth Fund analysis.
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Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 

Health Care Spending as a Percentage of GDP, 1980–2019
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2019* data:

EXHIBIT 3

Notes: Current expenditures on health. Based on System of Health Accounts methodology, with some differences between country methodologies. GDP refers to gross domestic product. 
* 2019 data are provisional or estimated for Australia, Canada, and New Zealand.
Data: OECD Health Data, July 2021.
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Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 
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Health Care System Performance Compared to Spending
EXHIBIT 4

Note: Health care spending as a percent of GDP. Performance scores are based on standard deviation calculated from the 10-country average that excludes the US. See How We Conducted This 
Study for more detail. 
Data: Spending data are from OECD for the year 2019 (updated in July 2021). 
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Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 

Health Care System Performance Scores: Affordability
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EXHIBIT 5

Note: To normalize performance scores across countries, each score is the calculated standard deviation from a 10-country average that excludes the US. See How We Conducted This Study for 
more detail. 
Data: Commonwealth Fund analysis.
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Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 

Health Care System Performance Scores: Equity
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EXHIBIT 6

Note: To normalize performance scores across countries, each score is the calculated standard deviation from a 10-country average that excludes the US. See How We Conducted This Study for 
more detail. 
Data: Commonwealth Fund analysis.
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Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 

Cost-Related Access Problems Affect Low Income Populations, 
Especially in the U.S.
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EXHIBIT 7

Definition of cost-related access problem: Skipped needed doctor visits, tests, treatments, follow-up, or prescription medicines because of cost in the past year. 
Data: 2020 Commonwealth Fund International Health Policy Survey.

Percent who reported any cost-related access problem to medical care in past year, 2020
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Source: Eric C. Schneider et al., Mirror, Mirror 2021 — Reflecting Poorly: Health Care in the U.S. Compared to Other High-Income Countries 
(Commonwealth Fund, Aug. 2021). 
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Avoidable Deaths and Ten-Year Reduction in Avoidable Mortality 
Across Countries

EXHIBIT 8

Notes: Health status: avoidable mortality. Data years are: 2009 and 2019 (Germany); * 2008 and 2018 (Australia, the Netherlands,Sweden); † 2007 and 2017 (Canada, Switzerland, US); and ‡ 2006 
and 2016 (France, New Zealand, Norway, UK).
Data: Commonwealth Fund analysis of data from OECD Health Statistics, July 2021.
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