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Background

Ever since the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, “sustainable development” has been a guiding principle for development and
cooperation activities around the world. A goal to be achieved, sustainable development is
characterized by the simultaneous realization of economic development, social development and
environmental protection.

Although the prevailing economic development model has led to improvements in human wellbeing for
many, it has also in some instances generated uneven economic growth, social inequity and
environmental damage. These shortcomings stem from a series of market and institutional failures
embedded in the prevailing system. For instance, the cost of pollution is not sufficiently reflected in the
price of goods; public goods such as freshwater and fisheries suffer from overexploitation; and people
whose livelihoods depend on natural resources are often excluded from the decision-making processes
that govern those resources.

A green economy seeks to correct the systemic market and institutional shortcomings of the prevailing
development model and thereby make economies a more effective tool for achieving sustainable
development. A green economy consists of a range of public policy approaches (e.g., expenditures,
taxes, regulations, institutional reforms) and private sector actions that fix market and institutional
failures. Which approaches and actions are most suitable will vary between nations, depending on their
current stage of economic development, natural resource base, human and social capital and other
conditions.

Where sustainable development is the destination, green economy offers a pathway.

“A green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication” is one of two
major themes of the upcoming United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20) in
June 2012. But questions still abound. What are the characteristics of green economy? What are the
barriers to achieving green economy? Based on lessons learned from case examples, how can a country
transition to a green economy? How can green economy serve as a pathway to sustainable
development?



UNITED NATIONS g@ NATIONS UNIES PAGE 2

Objective and expected outcomes

The Thematic Debate on Green Economy will address these and related questions. The debate aims to
strengthen the understanding of green economy and of what the international community, each Member
State and local communities can do to transition to green economy. Through moderated panel
discussions and interactive dialogue, delegates and other participants will be able to discuss the
opportunities, challenges, and strategies for advancing a green economy.

The thematic debate will underscore the linkages between green economy, economic development,
poverty eradication and environmental protection. It is envisioned that these discussions, which will be
captured in the Summary of the President, will help promote a better understanding of green economy
and positively contribute to relevant international processes, including the preparation for Rio+20.

Programme
Panel One: Opportunities and Challenges of Green Economy

Examples of green economy in practice exist throughout the world, demonstrating positive
contributions to sustainable development. But at the same time, concerns have been raised that green
economy could trigger trade protectionism and conditionalities on development aid. This panel will
discuss the characteristics of green economy, its potential for achieving sustainable development and
the remaining questions regarding green economy.

Panel Two: Transitioning toward Green Economy
Green economy is not a “one size fits all” pathway to sustainable development. A wide variety of green

economy approaches exist for transitioning to it. This panel will discuss these approaches, including
proven policies and actions that institutions at the local, national and international levels can take.

Time Programme (NLB, Conference Room 4)
10:00 — Opening Remarks
10:15am

e H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss, President of the General Assembly

e H.E. Mrs. Asha-Rose Migiro, UN Deputy Secretary-General
10:15am — Interactive Panel Discussion 1: Opportunities and Challenges of Green Economy
1:00pm Moderator: Ms. Tundi Agardy, Executive Director, Sound Seas

Panelists:
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e Mr. Sgren Sgndergaard Kjar, Deputy Permanent Secretary for Environment, Denmark

e Ms. Suzana Kahn Ribeiro, Green Economy Sub-Secretary, State Environment Secretariat,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

e Mr. Harsha V. Singh, Deputy Director-General, World Trade Organization

e Mr. Clay Nesler, Vice President for Global Energy and Sustainability, Johnson Controls

1:15 - 2:45pm

A side-event organized by UNIDO and UNEP on the occasion of this thematic debate, and in
observance of World Environment Day:

“Green Economy: Ecosystem and Resource Efficiency with special focus on Forests and Forest
Industries".

- Conference Room 3, NLB

3:00 — 5:45pm

Interactive Panel Discussion 2: Transitioning toward Green Economy
Moderator: Mr. James Leape, Director General, World Wide Fund for Nature
Panelists:

e H.E. Mr. Paul Toungui, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Gabonese Republic

e H.E. Mr. Du Ying, Vice Chairman, National Development and Reform Commission,
People’s Republic of China

e Mr. Kandeh K. Yumkella, Director-General, UN Industrial and Development Organization

e Ms. Marianne Fay, Chief Economist, Sustainable Development Network, The World Bank

5:50 — 6:00pm

Closing Remarks

e Mr. Sha Zukang, Secretary-General for Rio+20
e H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss, President of the General Assembly



http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/65/initiatives/ge/soren-denmark.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/65/initiatives/ge/suzana.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/65/initiatives/ge/harsha-wto.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/65/initiatives/Green%20Economy/Joint%20UNIDO-UNEP%20Event%202June2011%20Programme%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/65/initiatives/ge/marianne-worldbank.pdf

INFORMAL THEMATIC DEBATE OF THE 65" SESSION OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON
GREEN EconOMY : A PATHWAY TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

New York, 2 June 2011

PRESIDENT'S SUMMARY

“A green economy in the context of sustainable tgraent and poverty eradication” is
one of the two themes of the upcoming UN Confereamc8ustainable Development,
along with “the institutional framework for sustalsle development”. Also known as
Rio+20, the Conference will take place from 4 tdude 2012 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

The Thematic Debate on Green Economy, organizetiJame 2011, aimed to promote a
better and broader understanding of green econsmypathway to sustainable
development. The debate built upon three informakshops and one Permanent
Representatives’ Retreat organized by the Groldgriehds on Green Economy (Egypt,
Gabon, Grenada, Hungary, Indonesia, Mexico, RepuablKorea, Romania, Sweden and
Switzerland). These events enabled Member Statesaimine various aspects of green
economy and paved the way for more constructiveudisions during the thematic debate.

Consisting of two panel discussions with repredards from the local and national
governments, international organizations, civilistcand the private sector, the debate
focused on the opportunities and challenges ofrgegenomy as well as ways to
transition to a green economy. There was a sharddrstanding that the extent of
environmental degradation such as climate charngdiversity loss and marine pollution,
warrants a new model of development, which bettigrates and balances the three
dimensions of sustainable development — sociah@woic and environment

While the prevailing market system has helped n@untries make significant gains in
terms of poverty reduction and human developméehgs contributed to environmental
change, with negative impacts on sustainabilitye prevailing market system has also
led to increased vulnerability, volatility and ingty in the distribution of income, wealth
and opportunity. Green economy seeks to address gystemic problems by
internalizing externalities and sending the riggnhals to producers and consumers so
that they would have the incentives to modify theshavior and minimize negative
environmental impact. Green economy also seekduwaree equity by empowering
marginalized peoples most affected by environmesitahge, including climate change,
to have more control over the natural resourcestunh they depend.

While there is no universally agreed definition arodone-size-fits-all approach to green
economy, it offers opportunities for the developtaisectors and technologies which

promote the efficient use of resources, such asneaid energy, and reduce wastes. As
demonstrated by panelists from Brazil, China, Detknaad Gabon, green economy can



take various forms and shapes depending on eacttirg@udevelopment stage,

conditions and priorities. For some countries greemnomy constitutes organic
agriculture or sustainable construction; yet fdreos, green economy means blue
economy and the conservation and sustainable usarifie and coastal resources. Green
economy can help alleviate poverty by enablingllaca indigenous communities to
effectively valuate and, where appropriate, price @ade, their rich ecosystem goods
and services. Ecosystem protection makes econ@ngesand has the added value of
preserving biodiversity and strengthening disassérresilience.

In order to achieve green economy in a way thatritries meaningfully to sustainable
development and poverty eradication, strategiacpesi regulations and institutional
reforms are essential. Local and national govertsnesn create an enabling
environment for green economy by, for example, mimg tradable pollution permits,
redirecting subsidies and encouraging green pratemé Eco-taxes like carbon taxes
can generate revenues for green economy investragnigll as basic social services that
would help ensure that the benefits of green ecorem@ adequately channeled to the
poor. The role of green economy in enhancing fawtlenergy security and creating new
job opportunities cannot be overemphasized, asdheyglosely linked to lifting people

out of poverty and achieving the internationallyessgl development goals.

Further, the least developed and other developgtcies, which are characterized by
low levels of carbon dioxide emissions and pollatican leapfrog directly to clean
technologies and processes. In order for thesetgesito do so — and thereby avoid the
costly mistakes of developed countries — the i@tional community must commit to
providing financing, capacity building and techrgptdransfer. In particular, recalling the
principle of common but differentiated responsti@k, developed countries should
support developing countries in their nationallywen efforts to shift to green economy
and, at the same time, change their own patternasistainable production and
consumption. Coordinated implementation of thisgple would help attain
intergenerational and intragenerational equityenmis of the availability and use of
limited resources.

Green economy also needs to be underpinned bycppiivate partnership and
collaboration with civil society, including womefarmers, youth and scientific
communities. The private sector is often at theffont of technological innovation and
plays a major role in providing business solutiand alternative sources of funding for
green economy. The engagement of civil societysis @nportant as they constitute key
actors in identifying opportunities and implemegtgreen economy at local levels. The
role of international financial institutions andvéépment organizations, including the
World Bank, is critical in supporting such partriéps and initiatives toward green
economy. The green economy transition can be fedtey better policy coherence
amongst the Bretton Wood and non-Bretton Woodgutigins. All these institutions
should review their policies, programmes and pitsjéz ensure that they work in tandem
to advance green economy in the context of sudikardevelopment goals and objectives.



While green economy provides diverse opportunibepeoples and countries across the
world to promote economic growth within the Eartbé&srying capacity, there are
challenges and concerns related to green econaonye $f these concerns, such as the
notion that green economy may replace sustainabeldpment as the overarching

vision for development activities, can be addredsednderpinning green economy in
sustainable development. There is a high degreecofjnition that when supported by
effective policies and political leadership, gremonomy can decouple economic growth
from the excessive use of fossil fuels and nat@sdurces and contribute to the balanced
achievement of sustainable development, in a#atsnomic, environmental and social
pillars.

Other concerns, such as trade and technologicdicatipns of green economy, require
more thorough studies and appropriate countermesstountries can work together, in
conjunction with relevant international organizasdike the World Trade Organization,
to maintain an open and stable trading systemtlmateguards against distorting subsidies
and other forms of protectionism but one that alscourages and fosters security in
energy, food and vital manufacturing. In order tiadpe the potentially widening
technology gap between developed and developingtdes, the former are encouraged
to provide technology transfer and access, whiddtter invest more systematically in
research and development for green industries.dlsio important to assess the long-term
soundness of certain cutting-edge technologies.

The transition to green economy and its emphasescorefficiency will entail loss of

jobs in certain sectors. For instance, as coundttieeh greater importance to the
development and deployment of renewable energg, gohilable in the traditional
energy sector will decrease and governments mutfays to appropriately manage the
distributional impacts of green economy. In fasthaghlighted by the UN Industrial
Development Organization and several Member Statesstments in clean energy and
energy efficiency are positively correlated witlegn economy and helps reduce energy
poverty, which traps many communities in low staddaof living. Developed countries
can assist in these efforts by providing targetggpsrt, while making sure their green
economy policies do not give rise to new conditlties on aid and investment.

The challenges and concerns of green economy shouidstify delay or inaction.
Green economy has already unfolded in many patiseofvorld by different actors and it
takes a note of urgency, especially in countrias fdcce imminent and severe
environmental challenges like the small island ttgyMag States. Debates on specific
definitions of green economy have no added valubamternational community
prepares for Rio+20, which will, among others, seasenewed political commitment for
sustainable development. A productive discussi@hagmeement on the other theme of
Rio+20 — the institutional framework for sustairabevelopment — will be a crucial
element in realizing green economy at all levelgmfernment and ensuring that green
economy contributes effectively to human well-beisigstainable development and
poverty eradication.






INFORMAL THEMATIC DEBATE OF THE 65" SESSION OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON
GREEN ECONOMY: A PATHWAY TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Thursday, 2 June 2011
Conference Room 4, North Lawn Building, United Nations Headquarters

Interactive Panel Discussion 1: Opportunities and Challenges of Green Economy

Sgren Sgndergaard KJAER,
Deputy Permanent Secretary for Environment, Denmark

Introduction

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr Chairman, on behalf of the Danish Government, |
would like to start by thanking the organizers for inviting me to this Thematic
Debate on Green Economy and giving me the opportunity to share with you
some of the Danish experiences in greening the economy. It is my humble
intention to present the Danish Green Policy Experience as a Best Practice
Case in selected areas. | hope the Danish lessons can inspire you to the hard
work of greening the economy at the national and the multinational level.

Core Message

The Government institutions — both national and local and international
institutions — can create a green demand for research, development and
innovation of new technologies that can help to improve resource efficiency
and reduce environmental impact.

Research institutions and the private sector will respond to the demand.
Innovation occurs and a few years later, new green jobs in both public sector
and private sector are established and the journey towards a cleaner
environment and better resource efficiency has started. From time to time, the
Government will strengthen the targets, introduce new instruments or
incentives and new innovation occurs. Political leadership is needed to move
forward in the green economy.

Background

Denmark has a long tradition in environmental and resource policy. The
Danish Parliament voted for the first Environmental Protection Act in 1973.
We have achieved some important successes in Greening our economy and
in making it less resource dependent.



Just to set the stage in general: Denmark is a small but rather densely
populated country with about 5 million inhabitants. GDP per capita is high
(ranking 16th in the world) and GDP growth rates have been about 2%
annually since 1965.

Challenges

The Danish transition to a green economy started in the 1970s and 80s, when
our energy and water consumption was high; waste water was largely left
untreated; solid waste was mostly deposited at landfills; emissions of
pollutants were largely unregulated; and we saw an increasing pressure on
the aquatic environment, on the wild nature and biodiversity.

Achievements

Since then, Denmark has achieved significant reductions in resource use and
decoupling of resource use from GDP growth in many areas. The state of the
Environment has also improved

Since the oil crisis of 1973, Denmark has followed a strategy of both
increasing energy efficiency and diversifying the sources of energy supply,
with an increasing focus on renewable energy.

As a result, the Danish economy is one of the least energy intensive in the
world, and CO2 emissions are decoupled from GDP growth in an absolute
sense. Renewable energy currently account for about 20% of total energy
consumption and the aim is to increase this to 30% by 2025. Recently, the
government published plans to achieve a fossil free energy sector by 2050.

Water consumption has fallen, and virtually all waste water is now treated.
The result is that surface water is so clean now that public swimming pools
have been established in the harbour of Copenhagen — the capital of
Denmark. A ten minutes walk from the City Hall.

And even though total amounts of waste have risen, 70 % is now recycled
and 24% is incinerated and utilized in heat and power generation. Only 6% is
being deposited at landfills. Air pollution has decreased significantly, and
pollution levels are still falling.

The agricultural sector has managed to reduce losses of nitrates, ammonia
and phosphorous by 50% and maintain and even increase production levels
in the livestock sector.



Approach

Denmark has used a mix of policies, aimed both at producers and
consumers. A very important and frequently used element is adjustment of
prices. By number of environmental taxes and relative tax income derived
from them, Denmark is one of the world leaders.

Taxes are levied on energy consumption, car purchase and use, CO2
emissions, plastic bags, SO2 emissions, packaging materials, pesticide use,
just to name a few. The purpose of taxation is both fiscal and environmental.

Besides that, user charges, primarily in the water and waste sector - but also
elsewhere - are set so as to fully cover costs.

Our experience is that setting a price in itself can lead to large changes in
behavior. This was for example the case when it became compulsory to
measure water use and pay per amount consumed.

But we do not just tax ‘bads’, we also subsidize greener alternatives. The
most important example is our feed-in tariff for renewable energy. This has
been a major driver for the development of wind power and other forms of
renewable energy in Denmark. But subsidies have also been given for
energy-saving and for conversion to organic farming for example.

In most areas, we also support the development of new technological
solution, through subsidies on R&D. But we go further than that and provide
support for testing and demonstration of new technologies, so make sure that
new technologies also reach the market. It is the Danish lesson, that the
revenue from taxation can be reinvested in research and innovation with
important results. The introduction of the CO2 taxation in 1993 was followed
by a major program for “cleaner technology development” and many
Important solutions was supported initially through this program.

In addition to market-based and fiscal regulations, the Danish Government
has used a number of types of regulation. For example a large part of air
pollution and use of chemicals are dealt with through direct regulation.

Green jobs

And as a side-effect to our approach, a vibrant clean-tech sector has
developed which now represents 3.5 % of GDP; 10% of our exports; and is
one of the fastest growing export sectors. Wind turbines form a major part of
this, but also in other areas, such as water treatment, waste treatment and



technology to control air pollution, Denmark has a strong position.

The strongest case might the Danish company Novozymes. A major biotech
company and a major supplier of green solutions. The key product produced
by Novozymes is enzymes — enzymes for numerous uses. When it comes to
phosphorous in both detergents and livestock feed, the supply of enzymes
from Novozymes has changed the scene completely and the use of
resources and the harmful impact to the environment has gone down. The
annual turn over is close to 2 billion US $.

Challenges

Although progress has been made in many areas, we are still facing
challenges, and many of these issues could benefit from international
cooperation. Denmark is committed to and a firm believer in Multilateral
Environment Agreements. We need to share experiences and to set new
standards together.

A recent analysis estimated the health related costs of air pollution in
Denmark to 6 billion dollars annually. Air pollution is transboundary and we
therefore need international cooperation to lower the (air) pollution
substantially.

Green Economy Roadmap

Strategies that focus on or include Green Economy at national or regional
levels have to be presented and understood as part of the answer to the
economic crises and to our future prosperity.

Addressing Green Economy in our national priorities have the potential to
stimulate low-carbon and resource-efficient technologies that provide the
basic opportunities for economic growth, jobs and a healthy environment.

There is a great chance that greening the economy can spur an industrial
revolution — parallel to the IT-revolution — which will have wider positive
effects on the global economy. Denmark has experienced this potential
already.

Rio+20

Finally, on Rio + 20 we need to cooperate closely on this. The developed
countries, the emerging economies and the developing countries are facing
different challenges and opportunities. But Rio+20 offers an opportunity for us
all — no matter our level of economic and welfare development — to enhance



the transition towards a Green Economy.

We do not need new and glorious definitions of what constitutes a green
economy. We need to share experiences, learn from best practice and take
decisions on relevant standards that will take us to a sustainable
development as it was agreed in Rio in 1992.

When Public institutions and governments demands resource efficiency and
improved environmental protection — backed by policy initiatives — research
institutions and private sector will respond by innovation — and new
marketable solutions are created in the green economy and contribute to
sustainable development. .
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The State of Rio de Janeiro has witness strong economy
growth over the years. However, it now has a chance to
position itself as a leader in a global trend: the transition to
a Green Economy

Brazil's environmental challenges are typical to tropical
nations: deforestation and a drain on natural resources.
Rio's challenges are focused on its

The alternative for Rio is to )
following the new paradigm of the Green Economy.

We have a unique opportunity:

We have the chance to present new and creative solutions
to this new development paradigm.



Strategies for a Green Economy

Action plan based on the following
objectives:

Stimulate  economic  growth  through
improvement in Green GDP

Create Green Jobs ,
Promote a low carbon economy:

emission compensation

reduction and efficient use of natural
resources

Poverty alleviation through job creation and
income generation in poor areas.
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Subsecretaria de Economia Verde



Green Economy Toolbox

Indicators and
Environmental
Accounting

Public Market
Procurement Mechanisms

Innovation Tributary
Policy Framework




Cross-sectoral policies, promoting
synergies between renewable
energy, agriculture, urban planning
and others.

Using the state’s building
mandate, create a new green
building standard in order to
promote sustainable construction
materials and renewable energy.



A focus on economic development and
job creation puts competitiveness as a
top priority. These different tools have
to ensure the development of local
industry.

New financing mechanisms such as co-
payments and rebates.

Special support for research and
development, demonstration and pilots
for new technologies in key sectors.
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Creating Indicators

Development of tailor-made indicators and
methodologies to properly monitor the
Subsecretariat's strategy:
Definition of green economy concepts such as green jobs,
green GDP and others;

First step towards having a resource efficiency plan is
to measure them and promote new forms of
accounting, applying environmental accounting within
the state of Rio de Janeiro.

There are a series of gaps with the current system,
making implementing it a challenge



Innovation Policy

New Technologies are key to this paradigm shift,
creating new solutions to old problems.

The government can create a regulatory framework
that will promote an innovation-friendly environment.

Part of this is facilitating the use of pilots, while also
creating the demand for new technologies.

Finance is key to this process and new investment
sources have to be promoted, from venture capital to
seed money and angel capital.



Public Procurement

Public purchases are a way to create demand for new
products and documentaries.

Initial focus in infrastructure and sustainable
construction. The State is investing in public housing as
well as the World Cup and Olympic games.

Government finances numerous initiatives throughout
the state and a “Green Economy Screening” is being
developed in order to further align government
expenditure and green economy targets.



Strategies in Promoting the Transition to a

Green Economy

Work on different sides of the
problem:

Regulatory power:

- Create new consumption or technological
standards;

- Consolidating the demand for new
products and solutions

Create a legal and tributary framework :
- Work as incentives;

- Generate revenue;

- New jobs ;

- Make these key technologies and products
more accessible

Subsecretaria de Economia Verde



Main Strategies in Promoting the Transition to a

Green Economy

PNUMA has defined key sectors that will
help promote a Green Economy. We have
chosen 5 sectors to start with:

Sustainable
Construction

v GOVERNO DO ~
O/ Rio de Janeiro
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Numerous initiatives in Rio Sustainable
Brazil. Construction

Upcoming international events that will lead to
investments in infrastructure

Development of a business plan regarding the sector: how to
promote local industry to facilitate access to products and
markets.

Local production of sustainable material will generate jobs and
promote innovation.

Capacity building is to take place in local communities in order
to promote maintenance workforce.

New standards are to be created, forming a new green building
code in the State of Rio.



Strategies in Promoting the Transition to a

Green Economy

Create and implement additional “Green
economy” screening process to investment| Finance
decision and credit concession, starting out
with public funding.

Engaging national and international financial
sectors, promoting new sources of finance.

The creating of an environmental assets
trading platform, starting out with the carbon
marketing and moving on to more challenging
opportunities.

Creation of new financial tools to promote
and finance green economy actions: Green
Bonds.
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Strategies in Promoting the Transition to a

Green Economy

The promotion of technological
innovation in the renewable energy
sector is key to meeting future energy
needs.

Promoting demand for solar power and
enabling the industry to develop in the
state of Rio.

The promotion of an energy efficiency
program that will engage both the private
and the public sectors. We are current
analyzing different possibilities, such as
White Certificates.

w1 Governo 0o :
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More efficient use of resources is transversal §
sectors that compose a green economy.

Brazil’s national law has to be further
implemented in the state of Rio, which requires major
changes in the way some sectors work.

Waste as a synonym to resource inefficiency

Use of residues and rubble as resources in the
sustainable construction industry.

As electricity generation is currently
unfeasible due to economic and technological barriers,
we aim to create an auction model specific for this
source of energy.



Strategies in Promoting the Transition to a

Green Economy

Developing urban agriculture projects, as a way

to deal with poverty alleviation, malnutrition,
food security and job creation in an urban
setting. Rio has a growing urban population
and this solution comes to tackle a series of
important issues.

Promoting initiatives that will help small
producers to have been infrastructure and
better access to local markets.

Agriculture

‘vt Governo Do
OMd Rio de Janeiro
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State Climate Change Policy

Emission Reduction Targets (includes CO2, CH4 and N20):

GHG 1
Targets applied: in a
state level and specific
sectors
A >X—> Years
2010 2030

Green Economy principles are being integrated with the State
Climage Change and Sustainable Development Policy.

A growing participation of the Low Carbon GDP in the state

GDP is an overall concept. _
A GOVERNO DO
O/ Rio de Janeiro
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State Climate Change Policy

Sectors will be analized:

e Energyindustry, manufacture,
transportation, commerce, public sector,
housing, agriculture and livestock and
fugitive emissions;

Energy

¢ Industrial Processes and Product Use

Industry (IPPU)

Other Land Uses b Variation in carbon stocks associated
with land use, land use change and
agriculture and livestock practices

(AFOLU)

e Disposition of urban and industrial
solid waste and domestic and
industrial waste treatment




Tools to promote emission reductions:

Cap and trade market:

e Targets will be established for the highest emitting
sectors within the state and the negotiation of
allowances will lead to emission reductions in the most

manner. Emission reduction vs.

 Promote demand for different types of offsets,
including . Different Brazilian states are already
developing REDD projects and state to state
partnerships will contribute with this offsetting system.

e Targets will grow over time, starting small and
"ramping up" in subsequent years



 Besides Green Economy, the other topic of Rio + 20
is global environmental governance.

e Our goal is to seek through partnerships, the
strengthening of regional governance regarding the
Green Economy.

e The creation of forums has the ability to further
promote discussion of this topic, respecting
differences and allowing close collaboration with
regional leaderships.



These initiatives are part of a paradigm shift
taking place in the State of Rio de Janeiro .

As we create a green economy and change our
economic growth strategy, we see Rio + 20 as
an important opportunity to share these
experiences with others

We would like to engage other regions of the
world inparticipating in a joint effort
towards this global transition.



PLEASE CHECK WITH DELIIVERY
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Thursday, 2 June 2011
United Nations Headquarters

Panel One: Opportunities and Challenges of Green Economy
Statement by Harsha V. Singh,
Deputy Director-General, WTO

A key concern highlighted for this Panel is thagéegr economy could trigger
trade protectionism. | want to begin by statingttthe disciplines and the

toolbox of the WTO provide a substantial basisddrass such concerns.

The WTO provides a multilateral system to promoteegd Economy through
its objectives, its core mission of market openintg, body of rules, its

institutional mechanisms, and its ongoing negarei

The objectives of the WTO Agreement include an emphasis on sustainable
development, protecting and preserving the enviemtnand enhancing the
means for doing so in a manner consistent with rétspective needs and

concerns at different levels of economic developgmen

The WTO promotes Green Economy through dtpen and stable trading

system. In general, trade openness leads to more efficise of resources, and



stimulates growth and income levels. Open markstsienprove access to, and

development of, green goods, services and techieslog

The importance of open markets for environmentgalves is recognized for
example by the first part of UNFCCC's Article 3.%hieh states that: The
Parties should cooperate to promote a supportive and open international
economic system that would lead to sustainable economic growth and
development in all Parties, particularly developing country Parties, thus

enabling them better to address the problems of climate change.”

International trade allows production to take placin resource efficiency, and
then products be provided where they are requirgd.understand how trade
encourages efficient resource use, consider fompbkatrade in agriculture. In
effect trade in agriculture is trade in embodiedanvaised in production of the
product. If for instance Egypt decides to prodaltéts own food requirements,

it would require two more Niles in its territory.

Let us now consider the features of a desirabbirntgasystem that provides the
relevant assurance to countries, such as thoseéfisdday the second part of
UNFCCC's Article 3.5, that: Measures taken to combat climate change,
including unilateral ones, should not constitute a means of arbitrary or

unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on international trade.”



These principles are precisely those incorporatedhe WTO rules and
disciplines. Thus, WTO rules ensure predictability and feapiementation of
measures used to address environment concerns. umbar of WTO
Agreements provide scope for necessary trade nesador be adopted for
environmental and green economy objectives, bujestito disciplines that
curb protectionism. Therefore, the WTO providesmstable and predictable

markets, which are essential for green economyctisgs.

Of course, the benefits of the multilateral tradisgstem need to be

supplemented by domestic policies.

The WTO institutions are used by Members for transparency, discussions,
raising concerns, and following developments iatesd areas. They include a
Committee dedicated specifically to trade and emment, as well as
committees dealing with different areas such asieal regulations and
standards, subsidies, services, and governmentuggmment. The WTO
institutions also cover enforcement mechanism aodsgrudence. The
jurisprudence confirms that WTO rules work in cameace with environmental
concerns allowing an appropriate balance between ube of regulatory
measures for environmental objectives and keepibigrary or disguised forms

of protection under check.



The ongoing Doha Round of trade negotiations would address the green
economy objectives even more comprehensively. rAsgnt these negotiations
are facing difficulties, and Members are considgtime possible steps ahead on
what parts could be delivered this year itselfve®al parts of the Doha Round
would benefit the achievement of the Green Econdarygxample:

« Agriculture trade distorting subsidies which arsoalenvironmentally
harmful, would be subject to overall and produckcc reduced
ceilings.

« More level playing field and open markets would roye efficiency of
resource use.

« Environmentally harmful fisheries subsidies woulé beduced and

subject to disciplines.

facilitating access to embodied technologies anadycts promoting
Green Economy initiatives. For example, productke licatalytic
converters, fuel cells, and windmills, and servisesh as waste disposal,
noise abatement, and reducing vehicle emissions.

« Horizontal mechanism for adressing barriers mamkatess problems

arising due to technical regulations and standards.



The WTO and Doha Round would also strengthen ahehitecture for

multilateral governance of the Green Economy, so that the environmental
and economic objectives can be better synchronisede obvious way is to
provide for mechanisms to make the Multilateral iEmvmental Agreements
and the WTO more mutually supportive and inter&ctiVhe on-going WTO
negotiations and discussions have already achiewgdrtant progress in terms
of co-ordination, including domestic co-ordinatiamong the different parts of

the Government.

Before concluding, | want address two other coreer@ne relates to the IPR
regime, which is seen as important for balancing generation of green
technologies and their diffusion. The IP regimsegn as a valuable means of
promoting green innovation and technology transfertnerships, while
providing for vital safeguards for the disseminatiand diffusion of new
technologies. The WTO TRIPS Agreement allows coesitto manage this
balance in practice, including measures to endwaertew technologies are not
locked up to thwart their expanding role in theegreeconomy. There are two
views regarding the adequacy of the present regiomegreen economy
objectives. One is that there is a need to rewefar extend safeguards for
access to technologies. Others maintain that theemu system contains
sufficient measures to ensure the necessary umaklediffusion of green

technologies. As this debate unfolds, it is cldet there is a need to monitor



and get empirical evidence based on practical epes on specific problems

due to the legal provisions.

The WTO Secretariat works in co-ordination with tpars such as the
UNFCCC Secretariat and WIPO to provide requisitppsut and technical
inputs, as they address issues within their resgentandates. An encouraging
example of this active policy dialogue is the coefee being convened by
WIPO on 11th and 12th July on innovation and clanahange, focusing on
stimulating innovation, accelerating technologynsf@r and diffusion, and

enabling global solutions.

The other issue relates to capacity augmentatione WTO strongly

emphasizes technical assistance through its owgrgmumes, and with other
agencies under its umbrella initiative Aifd for Trade. A major review of Aid

for Trade will take place this July, to assessftectiveness in practical terms.
Through these technical assistance initiatives, Web@nects with efforts by
international organizations to help developing d¢aas identify inter alia green
export opportunities and develop capacities in pheduction and export of

related goods and services.

Based on these points, and empirical experienesuld like to reassure you

about the WTO toolbox to address various conceand, also to emphasise a



need for all of us to take forward the Doha Rouadhst we have a still better

multilateral trade regime to help achieve the aibjes of green economy.



Implementing Sustainable Development
through Green Growth
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Focusing our efforts around green growth




to implement
Green Growth



Technology transition...opens up new opportunities




Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) in Middle East and
North Africa

Accelerate global deployment of CSP
by investing in transformative
programs of five countries in Middle
East and North Africa: Algeria,
Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and

Tunisia.

Double current global installed
capacity with 1 gigawatt of
generation capacity

Support associated transmission
infrastructure to permit regional
energy market integration

Leverage over $3 billion in public
and private investments for CSP
power plants, tripling current global
investments in CSP




Infrastructure transition— scope for public health and
efficiency gains




Work with partners to support Urban g fem |
Transport Transformation Program  |iESesmiE Sl
In Mexico

e 18 new integrated mass transit corridors
(e.g. Bus Rapid Transit systems) in five
cities serving nearly 4 million passengers
per day by 2017

« Deploying low carbon bus technologies
(hybrid electric drive vehicles) and
scrapping inefficient buses

« IBRD/CTF/Federal Government’s support
to states and municipalities through
National Infrastructure Fund (FONADIN)

« CTF concessional resources helps fill
financing gap resulting from additional
costs of “enhanced” features that
increase modal shift to mass transit




Natural resource management transition —to permit
resilient and inclusive growth

o Loessphiaiteadbafbes




and

= Forest Carbon Partnership Facility:

v $200 m Readiness Fund: grants to 37 countries to become
ready for REDD+

v $200 m Carbon Fund: performance-based payments for 5
‘REDD+ ready’ countries

» Forest Investment Program:

v $600 m for transformational investments in forestry and
other sectors (8 countries)

= Secretariat to the REDD+ Partnership:

v Increase efficiency & effectiveness of REDD+ financing




Human capital transition — key for both opportunities
and co-benefits
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to build up
the knowledge base



The Green Growth Knowledge Platform -
creating and sharing Green Growth Knowledge

2\

Green &
Global
Growth Iﬁ' Green Growth
Knowledge #  |nstitute

Platform

L <~ \\
¢
(99
UNEP
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WAVES -
“Greening” national accounts to fill critical gaps
for natural capital

Ecosystem services Representation in the National
Accounts (NA)

Provisioning services — food, fuel, Mostly identifiable in the NA because

fiber, etc. they have prices, but some are poorly
measured

Cultural & recreational services Mostly identifiable in the National
accounts

Regulating & supporting services, Mostly in the National Accounts, but

e.g., ‘invisible’ due to lack of prices

Forests:

 water regulation and sediment
control services

e pollination services

e grazing services for livestock
Wetlands: flood protection services



Climate portal -
climate risk and adaptation country profiles

Collaborative on-line knowledge portal with:
e a suite of climate and climate-related data
e tools to support climate resilience measures
at different levels and for specific user context and needs

Aim: facilitate access to consistent and easily accessible data
across the WB and external sources

http//climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org




Climate Change Data Portal

For Development Practitioners and Policy Mal

Map It!

Search for a Place

Climata Change Projects
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Climate Finance Portal - guidance on financial

options for climate action in developing countries

CLIMATE FINANCE OPTIONS
| Betaversion

Climate Finance Tracker

Click here to start tracking
dimate finance flows from
thess top sites:

Fast-Start Finance

UNFCCC

Climate Funds Updste
World Resgurces Institute

Project Cataivst

List of Acronyms

My CFO

News & Events:

NEFCO Carbon Finance
Unit Releases

&5
Operational Review ™
MEW in Funding Sources:
First private-sector
climate fund AECF REACT

Mer, 2011-02-14

UNDP report: Lessons
learned on promoting

wind energy e
World Bank releases
climate finance brief #4

=
&

Introduction

Funding Sources

On the Ground

Home Login Register -2k English{Uk)

Knowledge Center About

This Platform aims at providing comprehensive guidance on financial options available for climate action in developing

countries. Here yvou can find information on where to access the wide range of funds available from multilateral and bilateral

institution, as well as public and private sources. Learn more on how these funds are governed and whether your project is

eligible. Users are invited to be a resource to share their experiences with investment projects and offer feedback and

comments on ongoing projects.

FUNDING SOURCES

Find funding sources that are
available for both adaptation and
mitigation projects that reduce
impacts of climate change. See
whether vour project is eligible, how
the fund is structured, and how your

organisation can access financing.

ON THE GROUND

Learn about projects from across the
world and a range of sectors that
have accessed these funds
successfully. They have used a mix
of these instruments innovatively
and can serve as case studies for
those waiting to hit the ground.

KNOWLEDGE CENTRE

climate finance information with a

library of targeted financial
documents and project guides, a
compilation of online tools for
financial and project analysis and
much maore in our knowledge centre.




Conclusion

« Many Green Growth building blocks in place.

* Next steps: help client countries undertake
an economy-wide transition to Green Growth.

* A number of countries showing interest
(China, Turkey, Mexico, etc).

« Green Growth Knowledge Platform: a broker
for



Thank you
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b EJI1 APY Cb

I'enepanbuas Accamoiies OOH
65-s1 ceccust

NHTepakTUBHBIA TeMaTHYeCKHMH IMAJIOr 10
3eJICHOM JKOHOMHUKE: MYTH K YCTOMYMBOMY
Pa3BUTHIO

2 uroHsa 2011 roma

BeicTyniienue
3nopoBa /lenunca
ejaerara
ecnyosmku benapych

Xoten Obl moOnaromapuTh mpencenatens [enepanbHOl AccamOien 3a
CO3BIB 3TOTO TemaTudeckoro smuaiora. C OOJBIIMM BHUMAHHEM BBICTYIIIATH
JOKJIATYUKOB, KOTOPBIE TOJICTWINCH CBOMM OIBITOM W BHUJICHUEM JalTbHEHIIIX
JNEUCTBUM.

OOGecrieueHre yCTOMYMBOIO Pa3BUTHUSA SBJISIETCS OJHUM W3 IPUOPUTETOB
BHYTpeHHeW mnonutuku PecnyOonuku  bemapycs. Ilpu  stom  benapychk
PYKOBOJACTBYETCS KOMIIJICKCHBIM MMOJIX0JIOM, pey CMATPUBAOIIIUM
CKOOPJAMHUPOBAHHYIO pa0OTy Ha 3TOM HaIpaBIE€HUM, KOTOPBIN JICKUT B OCHOBE
HamuonanbHoit ctpareruum ycroiuuBoro pasputus 10 2020 roma u psga
roCyAapCTBEHHBIX TPOTPAMM.

B  ycloBHWsIX CTPEeMHTENHLHOTO HWCTOLICHHS MPHPOJHBIX  PECypCOB,
MPOJOJKAIONIETOCS  YXYAIMICHUS JKOJIOTMYECKOM CHUTyallid W W3MEHEHUs
rJI00AJIbHOTO KJIMMaTa TMepexoll K «3€JIEHON» HSKOHOMHUKE MPHOOpEeTaeT BCe
OOJIBITYI0 aKTyaJIbHOCTb.

Muorue rocynmapcTBa YyXKe€ HAKONWIM CEPhE3HBIH OMNBIT B 00JacTH
(bopMHUpOBaHUS YCTOMYMBOW HU3KOYTIICPOIHON dKOHOMUKH. OTHAKO YMCIIO CTPaH,
HE 00JaaoNuX «YUCTBIMI TEXHOJIOTHSIMH, OCTA€TCS BeChMa 3HAYMTEIHHBIM. B
ATOM CBS3M, 0OCO0OE 3HAYCHUE TPHUIACM HAJAKUBAHUIO B3aWMOJICHCTBHS TIO
repeaade TEXHOJIOTHI Pa3BUBAIONITUMCS CTPaHaM M CTPpaHaM CO CPEIHUM YPOBHEM
J0X0/a, a TakKe HapallMBaHUI0 HAyYHO-TEXHUYECKOTO COTPYJIHHYECTBA,
NPU3BAaHHOTO  COJICHCTBOBATh TIOSIBJICHHMIO HOBBIX HAy4YHBIX  Pa3paboToK,
MO3BOJIAIONIUX Oosiee 3(PGEKTUBHO HCIOIL30BaTh BO30OOHOBIISIEMBIC pecypchl Oe3
y1iepOa okpyKarolien cpee.

OcobGoe BHUMaHWE, MO HaIleMy MHEHHUIO, JOJDKHO OBITh YCJIEHO
onpenenennio Ha kKoHpepeniuu OOH mo ycroitunmBomy pa3BuTuio B Puo-ne-
XKaneitpo B 2012 roly KOHKPETHBIX MEp, HANPABICHHBIX HA PEIIEHUE CKBO3HBIX
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mpoOjeM ¢ TeMm, uToObl obecrneunTh Oojiee IITUPOKHE TMEePCIEeKTUBBI s
YCTOWYHUBOTO Pa3BUTHSL.

K ux yucimy oTHOCMM mpoOJieMy 3HEProoOECHEYeHHOCTH CTpPaH-YJICHOB.
BaxxHBIMU acnekTaMu pemieHus 3TOM NpoOJeMbl JIOJKHO CTaTh BHEAPEHHE
MCTOYHUKOB DJHEPTUH, HCIIOIb30BAHUE KOTOPBIX HE IPHUBOJUT K H3MEHEHUIO
KJIMMaTa, a TaKXkKe peaju3alus Mep IO SHEProcOEpe’KEHUIO M TOBBIIICHUIO
HHEProdp(HEeKTUBHOCTH SIKOHOMHUKHU.

CuuraemM, 4YTO OOCYXJCHHE DHEPreTHYECKOW  TEMAaTHUKH  JIOJIKHO
OCYUIECTBJISTHCSA C MPHUBJICUCHUEM BCEX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX M 0a3MpOBATHCS Ha
OPUHIMIAX T00aTbHOrO MapTHEPCTBA IMPHU JIMAUPYIOUIEH PpOJM TOCYIapCTB,
JTOOUBIIIMXCSl HAUOOJBIITUX YCIIEXOB B OCBOCHUH «3€JICHOM» SKOHOMUKH.

Otmeuaem cooOmieHue reHepanbHoro gupekropa FOHUJIO Kange
KOmkennpl 0 mognucanuu cornamieHust o coznanuu «[lapTHepcTBa 1Mo riiobanbHON
YCTOWYHMBOM 3JIEKTPOIHEPTETUKEY C BEAYIIUMHU SHEPreTUUECKUMU KOMITAHUSMU.

OmHuM ©3 DJIEMEHTOB TMOBECTKM JHS MOTJIO OBl cTaTh oOecreueHue
MaKCUMaJIbHO IMHPOKOTO BHEAPECHHS O€30MacHBIX C TOYKH 3pEHHUS KIMMaTta
DHEPTreTUYECKUX TEXHOJOTHMA ¥ TIOBCEMECTHOTO JOCTyla K COBPEMEHHBIM
DHEPTEeTUYECKUM yciryraM. [[i1s 3Toro HeoOX0IUMO CO3/1aTh HAJACKHBIA MEXaHU3M
M0 Tepeaavye COOTBETCTBYIONIUX JHEPTETUUYECKUX TEXHOJOTHUH Pa3BUBAIOIUMCS
CTpaHaM ¥ CTpaHaM CO CpeaHUM ypoBHeM goxona. [lomaraem, dTO
(GYHKITMOHUPOBAHUE JTOTO MEXaHW3Ma MOTJIO OBl TPUAATh JOMOJHUTEITHHBIN
UMIYJIbC TEPEXoAy K YCTOHYMBOH OSKOHOMHKE, a TaKXe CIIOCOOCTBOBATH
pa3paboTke 60s1ee SIKOHOMUYECKH d(PHEKTUBHBIX «UUCTHIX» YHEPTOTEXHOIOTHH.

Co cBoeir cropoHbl, benapych yxe BHOCUT JOCTOMHBIA BKJIaa B
dbopMHpOBaHHE TaKOro MapTHEPCTBA. Y HAac B CTpaHe co3laHa MexayHapoaHas
nabopaTopus MO BO30OHOBJISIEMBIM HMCTOYHWKAM dSHeprun Ha 0aze MHCcTHTyTa
sHepreTukn HanumonanpHOM akanemuu Hayk. IIpexne Bcero, 3To miomanaka ais
oOMeHa OMbITOM B 00JIaCTH BO30OHOBIsIEMON »HEpreTHKU. He MeHee BaXkHO U TO,
YTO B YMEPEHHBIX KIMMATUYECKHUX YCIIOBUAX HAIlIEW CTPaHbI JIA0OPATOPUS CTAHET
AKCIIEPUMEHTAJIBbHON 0a30i 111 OTpabOTKM M MpPOBEepKH A(PPEKTUBHOCTH
HCIIOJIb30BAHUS «3€JEHBIX» TEXHOJIOTHM, YTO, HECOMHEHHO, OyJIeT COJIEHCTBOBATh
Pa3BUTHIO MUPOBOM BO30OHOBISIEMOM SHEPTETUKHU.

Oco0oe 3HaueHue NpHUAaeM COAEpKATEIbHOM U ycHemHoW pabdoTe
koHpepeniuu OOH B Puo-me-Xanetipo B 2012 romy. B cBere wuTOrOB,
npoxoauBlied B mae 2011 roma, 19-ii ceccum Komuccun mno ycroHyuBOMy
Pa3BUTHIO TPU3BIBAEM TOCYJIapCTBA-WICHBI TMPEANPUHATh BCE HEOOXOAUMbBIC
MOJINTUYECKHUE YCUJIUS T 0OecTieueHus ycrexa KoHGepeHITUH.

[Tomaraem, dYro o0co00€¢ BHHMaHHUE Ha KOH(PEPEHIMH [OJDKHO OBITh
c(OKyCHpPOBAHO Ha CTpaHaX CO CPEAHUM YPOBHEM J0XOJa, KOTOPBIE MPOIOJIKAIOT
JEMOHCTPUPOBATh CaMble BBICOKHE TEMITBI DKOHOMHYECKOTO POCTa M 00JamaroT
OOJBIIMM  SKOHOMUYECKMM ToTeHIMasioM. CoJaelcTBHE TaKWM CTpaHam B
nepexoie K «3eJICHON» OSKOHOMHKE YCKOPUT TMpoIecchl  (OpMUPOBAHUS
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CTaOWJILHOM yCTOMYMBOW MHMPOBON IKOHOMHKHA U TMPUIAACT UM HEOOpaTUMBIH
XapakTep.
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Chair, fellow delegates,

The benefit of international discussions on green growth/green economy,
such as this debate, is largely in developing a common understanding of the
concepts and the potential synergies between environmental and economic
objectives.

A green economy can be seen as a subset of sustainable development, with a
greater emphasis on policies that support both improved environmental
performance and economic objectives relating to innovation, productivity
and job creation. Canada wants to ensure that the green economy paradigm
is focused and applicable, adaptable to national circumstances, and that it
builds a strong economic rationale (outlining long-term risks and
opportunities) for policy action.

The full suite of policy options to promote a transition toward a green
economy needs to be considered, including the implementation of ambitious
and pragmatic policies by all stakeholders, which envisage different national
circumstances and the broadest range of technologies.

Recognising the importance of establishing green growth measurement
schemes, we will need to work with relevant international fora, including the
UNEP, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development and
the International Energy Agency, to identify an appropriate set of possible
indicators. These indicators can help expand economic growth and job
creation through sustainable use of natural resources and efficiencies in the
use of energy.

The Government of Canada and Canadian provinces and territories have
already implemented a number of policies and programs that are consistent
with a green economy.

Targeted investments, research and stakeholder engagement are important
non-regulatory actions towards a green economy. Through these methods,
Canada can involve the many actors and sectors whose participation is
necessary for movement towards a greener economy. For example, Industry
Canada’s Technology Road Maps and Digital Economy Strategy and
Natural Resources Canada’s support of green energy research engage the



private sector and academia in research that is relevant to greening
economies.

Moreover, Canada’s approach to development assistance, where a key
priority is sustainable economic growth and working with developing
countries to reduce poverty, provides a significant contribution to further
green economies. For example, Canada is supporting a project to improve
social, political and economic conditions in the Upper Nile State of Sudan.
Through activities in environmental conservation, food security and income
generation, this project is expected to benefit 16,000 households. Within this
context, UN Conference on Sustainable Development discussions on the
concept of green economy should include a focus on opportunities for
developing countries.

Transitioning towards a green economy for sustainable development is a
long-term process that requires the support and contribution of industry,
NGOs and civil society as well as government.

Given the valuable contribution of the UN in working with developing
countries to address their social, economic and environmental challenges, we
see the UN as being well placed to help national governments in both
developed and developing countries understand the opportunities and
challenges of a green economy and establish appropriate systems to promote
a green economy.

In this regard, the UN Conference on Sustainable Development will provide
an opportunity for sharing best practices, with an understanding that
appropriate policy tools will vary according to different national
circumstances.



Monsieur le Président et chers collegues,

Les discussions internationales sur la croissance verte/I’économie verte,
telles que ce débat, consistent largement & favoriser une compréhension
commune des concepts et des synergies potentielles entre les objectifs
environnementaux et économiques.

L’économie verte peut étre vue comme un sous-ensemble du développement
durable dont ’accent doit étre mis sur les politiques qui appuient le
renforcement de la performance environnementale et les objectifs
économiques relatifs a I’innovation, a la productivité et a ’emploi. Le
Canada veut s’assurer que le paradigme de I’€conomie verte est
compréhensif et applicable, adaptable aux circonstances nationales et qu’il
donne lieu a une justification économique solide (concernant les risques et
les possibilités a long terme) dans le cadre d’une action stratégique.

L’ensemble des options stratégiques visant & promouvoir une transition vers
une économie verte doit tre examing ainsi que la mise en ceuvre, par tous
les intervenants, de politiques ambitieuses et pragmatiques qui tiennent
compte des différentes circonstances nationales et de tout I’éventail des
technologies.

Compte tenu de I’importance d’établir un schéma de mesures de la
croissance verte, nous devrons collaborer avec les instances internationales
pertinentes, notamment le PNUE, 1'Organisation de Coopération et de
Développement Economiques et I’Agence Internationale de I'Energie, pour
déterminer un ensemble approprié d’indicateurs possibles. Ces indicateurs
peuvent contribuer a stimuler la croissance économique et la création
d’emplois au moyen de I’utilisation durable des ressources naturelles et
d’une meilleure utilisation des sources d’énergie.

Le gouvernement du Canada et les provinces et territoires canadiens ont déja
mis en ceuvre plusieurs politiques et programmes qui sont compatibles avec
I’économie verte.

Les investissements ciblés, la recherche et ’engagement des intervenants
sont autant d’actions non réglementaires importantes en vue d’une économie
verte. Au moyen de ces méthodes, le Canada peut solliciter de nombreux
acteurs et secteurs dont la participation est nécessaire en vue de
1’établissement d’une économie plus verte. Par exemple, les feuilles de route



technologiques et la Stratégie sur I’économie numérique d’Industrie Canada
ainsi que le soutien de Ressources naturelles Canada a la recherche en
matiere d’énergie verte mobilisent le secteur prive et les universités, lesquels
consacrent des efforts a 1a recherche sur 1’écologisation des économies.

De plus, I’approche du Canada en ce qui concerne 1’aide au développement,
dont la priorité clé est une croissance économique durable et une
collaboration avec les pays en développement afin de réduire la pauvreté,
s’avere une contribution importante favorisant 1’établissement d’économies
vertes. Par exemple, le Canada appuie un projet visant ’amélioration des
conditions sociales, politiques et économiques dans 1’Etat du Haut-Nil du
Soudan. Grace a des activités propices a la conservation de lI'environnement,
a la sécurité alimentaire et a la génération de revenus, ce projet devrait
profiter a 16 000 ménages. Dans ce contexte, les discussions sur le concept
de 1’économie verte, dans le cadre de la Conférence des Nations Unies sur le
développement durable, devraient comprendre un volet sur les possibilités
pour les pays en développement.

La transition vers une €conomie plus verte pour un développement durable
est un processus a long terme qui demande 1’appui et la contribution de
I’industrie, des ONG et de la société civile, ainsi que du gouvernement.

A la lumiére des efforts utiles déployés par les Nations Unies pour
collaborer avec les pays afin de s’attaquer aux enjeux sociaux, €conomiques
et environnementaux, nous estimons qu’elles sont en mesure d’aider les
gouvernements nationaux dans les pays développés et les pays en
développement a comprendre les possibilités et les défis que comporte
I’établissement d’une économie verte et a établir des systemes adéquats pour
promouvoir I’économie verte.

A cet effet, la Conférence des Nations Unies sur le développement durable
donnera une occasion de mettre en commun les pratiques exemplaires, tout
en reconnaissant que les outils stratégiques appropriés varieront selon les
circonstances nationales différentes.



Statement by H.E. Mr. Shigeki Sumi
Ambassador, Permanent Mission of Japan to the thitgions
Informal Thematic Debate of the 65

Session of the United Nations General Assembly on
Green Economy: A Pathway to sustainable Development
2 June 2011

Mr. President,
Ms. Deputy Secretary-General,
Excellencies,

Thank you for convening the informal thematic debat the General Assembly
on Green Economy. | appreciate the impressive ptasens by the excellent
Panelists. The title of this meeting gives us aywealuable guidance, because a
transition to a green economy is an effective gmur@priate approach to achieve
sustainable development.

Firstly, in order to secure the renewed politiaaincnitment, demonstrate its added
value and give tangible impact for sustainable tgment, we need to set a new
paradigm and overcome the traditional dichotomywkenh developed and
developing countries and between environment amdldpment. We are critically
in need of a new green growth model, which recescdconomic development,
efficient use of natural resources and environngmtaection.

We believe that vital elements towards the buildiiga green economy include,
inter alia, the internalization of environmental sty green infrastructure
development and technological innovation. Rio+20usth provide the opportunity
for the international community to express its daiaation to make a transition
to a green economy as well as to promote individoaintries’ concrete policies
which aim to achieve a green economy.

Mr. President,

At the TICAD Ministerial Follow-up Meeting held iBenegal earlier this month, it
was agreed to jointly develop a “Low-Carbon Growatid Sustainable Development
Strategy” that corresponds with the different nesaid priorities of African countries

in different stages of development. To promote thik, the participants agreed to
organize meetings in the course of this yedapan’'s energy-efficient and
environment-related technologies can contributetiling climate change and to
sustainable growth.

Thank you for your attention.



Monsieur le Président,

Je voudrais tout d'abord, au nom du Maroc, m'acquitter de l'agréable devoir
d'exprimer mes remerciements a Monsieur le Président pour sa conduite efficiente
de ce débat, d'une extréme importance, organisé a la veille de la tenue de la
Conférence des Nations Unies pour le Développement Durable Rio+20.

L'initiative du Président de |'Assemblée Générale de tenir ce débat, aujourdhui,
sera, d'une grande valeur ajoutée, pour le processus préparatoire de Rio+20.

La délégation du Maroc s'associe également a la Déclaration, prononcée par
I'Argentine, au nom du Groupe des 77 et de la Chine.

Monsieur le Président,

A douze mois de la Conférence des Nations Unies sur le Développement Durable
Rio+20, la question qui nous vient toujours a |'esprit : comment le Développement
Durable pourrait-il 2tre érigé, aujourd'hui, en une priorité politique ?

Le principal objectif de la Conférence de Rio+20 est de conférer un souffle
nouveau au Développement Durable, d travers l'engagement de la Communauté
internationale, en faveur d'un régime écologique, encore en gestation, celui de
I'Economie Verte,

La réflexion approfondie, autour de deux grandes thématiques : « L'Economie Verte
dans le contexte du Développement Durable et de I'élimination de la Pauvreté » et
« le cadre institutionnel du Développement Durable » constituera une excellente
plateforme, en vue de promouvoir un nouveau régime économique vert, parmi les
pays en développement.

Ce régime économique vert, faut-il le rappeler, ne devrait guére reconsidérer le
Développement Durable. L'Economie Verte ne pourrait nullement se substituer au
Développement Durable. Elle devrait plutot le compléter, voire le consolider.

Face au réchauffement climatique, généré par la prolifération des émissions de gaz
d effet de serre, face a l'urgence d'emprunter |'étape transitoire internationale de
I'Economie Verte et compte tenu de l'absence d'une définition consensuelle de
I'Economie Verte, il convient de batir, aujourd'hui, sans tarder, une feuille de route



urgente pour |'Economie Verte et Iui établir des liens rigoureux avec le
développement Durable.

Monsieur le Président,

L'instauration de I'Economie Verte nécessite cependant, la mise en ceuvre de
mesures importantes, en matiére de transfert de technologie, de renforcement de
capacités, d'emploi, de politique commerciale et de lutte contre la pauvreté.

L'Economie Verte devrait disposer d'abord, d'une dimension financiére. Son
instauration nécessitera l'octroi de ressources financieres additionnelles aux Pays
en Développement, qui peuvent d'un autre coté, concevoir le recours a I'Economie
Verte comme un facteur ou bien une alternative d'allégement de leurs dettes.

En matiere commerciale, opter pour des technologies vertes, requiert l'octroi de
brevets verts, soit la création d'une nouvelle conception de I'économie, qui ne
devrait nullement étre utilisée a des fins protectionnistes.

Instrument, par excellence, de création d'emploi, I'instauration de I'Economie Verte
ne devrait pas méconnaitre la dimension sociale. Elle ne devrait pas aggraver les
inégalités entre les classes sociales. Elle devrait plutot générer une économie,
reposant sur la justice et I'équité et par conséquent, servir comme moyen efficace
de lutte contre la pauvreté.

Monsieur le Président,

Recourir a la voie de I'Economie Verte, requiert, tout de méme, une certaine
vigilance. La création de I'Economie Verte suppose le recours a des régles ou bien a
des normes juridiques internationales souples, dans le cadre d'un engagement
politique mondial, exempt de régles impératives.

Si la conférence de Rio+20, aura pour ordre du jour, principal, 'examen de
I'Economie Verte, il nN'en demeure pas moins vrai, qu'on devrait recourir au nouveau
régime écologique, en fonction du niveau de développement de chaque Groupe
régional. L'instauration graduelle de I'Economie Verte parmi notre Communauté
internationale, requiert dinclure toutes les préoccupations spécifiquement
régionales de toutes les composantes de la société internationale.



Monsieur le Président,

Le Développements Durable, concept consacré depuis la Conférence de Rio, est un
choix de Développement délibéré, auquel, le Royaume du Maroc a souscrit, au méme
titre que la Communauté Internationale.

Le Maroc dispose, actuellement, de la nouvelle stratégie nationale d'énergie,
adoptée en 2008. Cette derniére vise a promouvoir les énergies renouvelables, dont
la consommation devra atteindre de 10 a 12% du total de I'Energie consommée en
2020 et de 15 a 20% en 2030.

Dans cette perspective, le Maroc a lancé un programme ambitieux pour promouvoir
I'énergie solaire, d'un cout de 9 Milliards de Dollars USW et d'une puissance de
2000 Méga Watt, concernant cing sites et qui sera opérationnel, au titre de la
période (2015-2020). Le Maroc a également mis en place, un nouveau programme
intégré d'énergie éolienne permettant a la puissance électrique d'atteindre 2000
Méga Watt a I'horizon 2020. La part des Energies Renouvelables représentera ainsi
42% de la capacité électrique totale installée. Le solaire, |'éolien et I'hydraulique
occupant chacun 14%.

Dans le cadre du transport durable, il convient de souligner, en effet, qu'un
Contrat-Programme Logistique a été signé récemment entre le Gouvernement du
Royaume du Maroc et la Confédération Générale des Entreprises Marocaines. Ce
Contrat-Programme Logistique repose sur cinqg axes majeurs, déclinées en 36
mesures et 10 contrats d'application, concernant, notamment, I'élaboration d'un
systéme fiscal vert, incitant les entreprises a réduire, leurs émissions de gaz a
effet de serre (GES) & hauteur de 35%, a I'horizon 2015.

En matiére de Tourisme, la nouvelle stratégie du Maroc, vision 2020, vise la
consécration d'un tourisme, haut de gamme et la valorisation des atouts compétitifs
de notre pays.

La vision du Maroc 2020, en matiére de Tourisme, repose sur une méthodologie et
des schémas régionaux de développement territorial obéissant a la croissance de la
demande et répondant a la compétitivité internationale.

Monsieur le Président,



Le Maroc adhére a tous les efforts déployés par la Communauté Internationale,
s'inscrivant dans le cadre de l'instauration de 'Economie Verte, aussi bien au niveau
du concept qu'au niveau institutionnel.



MISION PERMANENTE DE MEXICO

Statement by H.E. Mr. Claude Heller, Permanent Repr esentative of Mexico to
the United Nations, during the Thematic Debate oft  he General Assembly on
Green Economy

“A Pathway to Sustainable Development”

New York, 2 June 2011
Check against delivery
Mr. Chairman,

» It has been many years since evidence was found on the fact that the
economy and the environment not only overlap, but also are dependent on
each other. Nevertheless, the last report of the International Energy Agency
shows that this last year the highest CO2 emissions were registered. The
definition that we all share on sustainable development has not been
sufficient to change our path.

» The negotiating process of climate change has shown that increasing
change is possible and approachable because the technology, resources
and capacities needed to achieve it exist, under the scope of shared but
different responsibilities.

* Mexico recognizes that a green economy has the potential to become a way
for transition towards a sustainable development and the eradication of
poverty.

» The debates and dialogues on the transition towards a green economy have
evoked concerns that Mexico shares and considers necessary to continue
to evaluate, for example, the conditions or parameters that could be unjustly
and unilaterally produced in areas of trade, financing, assistance for
development and other forms of international cooperation; the excessive
weight of economic variables on social variables, which are essential for a
sustainable development; and also to achieve that the green economy
create jobs, while also absorbing those jobs in economy sectors that are
“less friendly” to the environment.

e« The experiences that we have analyzed show that we all, regardless of
levels of development, look for a transition towards clean, innovative,
efficient and low carbon technologies and infrastructures, suiting the efforts
for a sustainable consumption.

* In this regard, it is essential that developed countries transfer technologies
that contribute to the eradication of the deterioration of the environment and
to ensure the proper use and implementation of these technologies in
developing countries.



In a first instance, a green economy supposes the efficient use of resources
and the in depth consideration and evaluation of environmental implications
in economic growth. These investments, both public and private, provide a
mechanism to restructure businesses, institutions, infrastructure and for the
adoption of sustainable production and consumption.

The preparatory process of Rio+20 represents an opportunity for achieving
clear agreements that will allow the review of actions and decisions to be
adopted by the international community at short term to move towards a
green economy and respond to present and future challenges in sustainable
development, mastering new opportunities.

Mr. Chairman,

Please let me share some ideas that in our view can be included in our conclusions
of the transition towards a green economy:

1. The expansion of green markets through voluntary norms that allow
businesses to classify their products in an objective scale of environmental
excellence.

2. Both the private and development banks should enable access to small and
medium businesses to credits that will allow them to invest in environmental
technologies of better quality.

3. The use of tax measures, including the promotion of efficient buildings in the
context of energy and other economic incentives to promote technological
change.

4. The promotion of efficient energy consumption through ODA to
underrepresented groups in order to replace electric house appliances and
energy savings.

5. The expansion of electric services in rural communities using renewable
energy in cases when power connection is not technically or economically
possible.

Thank you.
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Mr Moderator,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

My delegation would like to express its gratitude to the Office of the President of the General
Assembly for organising this debate that we consider to be critically important and opportune
for an exchange of views in the build-up to the Rio plus 20 Conference, to take place in the
first half of next year next year in Brazil.

Mr Moderator,

Our approach to this debate is that it aims to strengthen the understanding of the concept of
green economy and what the international community, each Member State and local
communities can do to enhance the transition to a green economy. My delegation hopes to
share what we consider as opportunities, challenges, and best strategies to implement those
aspects of a green economy that specifically contributes towards sustainable development,
job creation and poverty alleviation.

Two main factors underpin the demand and rationale for green growth. First, there are
growing concerns about the environmental unsustainability of past and current economic
growth patterns and the risk of irreversibly altering the environmental base needed to sustain
economic prosperity. Increased awareness of a potential future climate crisis has made it clear
that the environment and the economy can no longer be considered in isolation. These
concerns point to the need for substantial transformation of consumption behavior, industry
structures and technologies. South Africa has listed its Nationally Appropriate Mitigation
Actions (NAMAs) with the associated commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
37% in 2020 and 42 % by 2025. A Green Economy plan would need to complement these
actions and ensure a drive towards the achievement of this commitment. Moving towards
green growth will require targeted government intervention across a number of policy arcas
in order to address the existing externalities and market failures characterizing environmental
goods and services as identified during the summit, this would assist in accelerating green in-
novation, and to manage the transition to a green economy. This will help fo put green growth
on an even playing field with conventional growth. It will establish the market certainty and
incentives that businesses need to make long-term investment decisions. It will also assist in
providing stable, long-term support for research, development and deployment of clean
energy, for innovation throughout the economy, and for the sustainable use of natural
resources while supporting the rise of household and private sector demand for green prod-
ucts and services.

South Africa views a green economy as a sustainable development path based on addressing
the interdependence between economic growth, social protection and natural ecosystem. A
more formal definition can be regarded as a “system of economic activities related to the
production, distribution and consumption of goods and services that result in improved
human well-being over the long term, while not exposing future generations 1o significant
environmental risks or ecological scarcities”. 1t implies the decoupling of resource use and
environmental impacts from economic growth. It is characterized by substantially increased
investment in green sectors, supported by enabling policy reforms.

We furthermore believe that any move towards green economy should not impose any
conditionalities that could manifest themselves in the form of trade barriers which could



place an additional burden on the economies of the developing countries. We share the view
that a transition towards a green economy should be informed by a supportive international
financial system and policies in this area and should expand market opportunities for
developing countries while at the same time contribute to a fair and balanced international
trading system.

In addition we believe that transition towards a green economy should embrace principles
that promote natural resource efficiency thus contributing to a secure natural resource base
which support humankind in the quest to eradicate poverty and secure livelihoods. Tt is our
view that any possible development paradigm shift in the form of green economy should not
only be the responsibility of developing countries but should be burdened by all to ensure that
such a shift would contribute positively to the global attainment of sustainable development
and eradication of poverty across the board.

In its 2009 framework response to the international economic crisis, the South African
government called for the development of incentives for investment in programmes geared at
creating large number of 'green jobs', ie. employment in indusiries and facilities that are
designed to mitigate impacts of development to the environment and natural systems and the
protection thereof.

The Government in South Africa is prioritizing the Green Economy as one of the key
economic drivers in our Medium Term Strategic Framework (MTSF) for the period 2009-
2014, for decent employment through inclusive economic growth and environmental assets
and natural resources that are valued, protected and continually enhanced. Our government
has also adopted a growth and development strategy known as the New Growth Path (NGP)
which was adopted by Cabinet in October 2010.

The new growth path sets out a vision: five million new jobs by 2020. It identifies twin goals:
increasing the economy's labour-absorbing capacity and decreasing its carbon-emission
intensity. These goals are central to our development as a country. At the same time, these
goals cannot remain solely government's concern. The majority of new employment
opportunities will come from outside the state. Government can support employment creation
by providing infrastructure, skills and an efficient and effective regulatory environment. It
must allocate its capacity and resources to encourage new opportunities in the formal sector;
amongst small and micro enterprise; in the social economy, which comprises other not-for-
profit activities; through rural development and with support for economic development
across the continent. To achieve its aim of generating five million new jobs, the New Growth
Path prioritises six jobs drivers: infrastructure development; the agricultural value chain;
mining and metals fabrication; manufacturing expansion; the green economy and key
services of tourism, creative industries and business services.

The New Growth Path points to big opportunities on the African continent, with its market of
one billion consumers and some of the fastest growing economies in the world. It sees a key
role for knowledge-based sectors that rely on information, innovation and new technologies.
It sets out the jobs and development potential of rural development the social economy and
public sector. It also addresses ahgnment of macro- and micro-economic policies; a
competitive exchange rate; and the micro-economic toolbox of skills development, enterprise
promotion including small business, competition policy to tackle monopolies and price fixing,
labour policies, technology and innovation, rural development, industrial policy, trade and
regional integration.



The new growth path aims to address unemployment, inequality and poverty by unlocking
employment opportunities in South Africa’s private sector. It is a broad framework that sets
out a vision and identifies key areas where jobs can be created. The growth path places
employment at the centre of economic policy and critical to this plan would be partnerships
between key social players, business and government to address structural challenges in the
economy. South Africa is committed to work with other countries on the continent to build a
single African integrated economy, embracing one billion consumers, and to focus
immediately on expanding economic links with the rest of the continent. At least six key
sectors, including infrastructure development, agriculture, mining, the "green" economy,
manufacturing and tourism, had been identified as having potential to uniock employment
opportunities

As a country, South Africa has no alternative to the course of action we propose.
Manufacturing and other productive sectors of the economy are the engines of long-term
sustainable growth and job creation in developing countries such as our own. The
Government’s 2012/13 Industrial Policy Action Plan (IPAP2) focuses on the manufacturing
aspects of the green economy namely Green Industries and Industrial Energy Efficiency. It
further champions the South African Renewables Initiative (SARi) aimed at funding
initiatives to achieve greater critical mass of renewable energy generation hand-in-hand with
localisation of manufacturing related to renewables,

Our Government’s commitment to the green economy is informed by the realisation that
green economy programmes ate to be supported by practical and implementable action plan.
Therefore it is of utmost importance to build on existing best processes, programmes,
initiatives and indigenous knowledge in key sectors for a just transition “rowards a resource
efficient, low carbon and pro-employment growth path”; and that government alone cannot
manage and fund a just transition to a green economy and that the private sector and civil
society must play a fundamental role.

Working very closely with the private sector the Government has identified the overall
enablers of implementation for the green economy programmes which include: Regulatory
framework; market-based instruments; innovation, science and technology commercialization,
greater localisation and manufacturing; investment, finance opportunities and financing
instruments include leveraging of funds; availability of skills; institutional capabilities and
capacity and partnerships.

The nine (9) key focus areas identified in our green economy programmes report of 2010
include (1) green buildings and the built environment, (2) sustainable transport and
infrastructure, (3) clean energy and energy efficiency, (4) resource conservation and
management (5) sustainable waste management practices, (6) agriculture, food production
and forestry (7) water management (8) sustainable consumption and production, and (9)
environmental sustainability (i) Greening and Legacy (2010 Soccer World Cup, COP17
flagship & Tourism) and (ii) Research, awareness and skills development and knowledge
management. The green economy programmes report analysis indicates that a approximately
R 9 billion is required if the identified potential green economy with 46 projects in 9 key
focus areas for the environment sector are to be implemented with a potential to create 22627
job opportunities.

The ‘event greening’ is also one of the initiatives being implemented to promote responsible
tourism.



This programme referred to above will be implemented through local and international
partnerships, with green investments, supported by domestic funding streams that could
include the National Treasury’s Green Fund, Clean Technology Fund, Employment Creation
fund, DBSA and other possible streams including international organisations. For this
purpose we have currently secured a substantial amount through donor funding.

Mr Moderator,
Your Excellencies,

We have gone this far, realising that for green economy to be achieved, different regional
circumstances should be taken into account as many within the developing world continue to
witness and experience different development trajectories. This clearly demonstrates that a
‘one size fits all approach’ may not be workable and therefore various views that have been
collected through this debate should serve as a resource to help shape a universal
understanding of the green economy notion around the world. This debate should be seen as a
resource contribution that could be tapped into anytime by any region to ensure that we share
best practices and approaches as the international community with a view to extricate
ourselves from the mould of poverty and environmental degradation.

My delegation hopes to contribute more during the formal Rio plus 20 preparatory process so
that as we continue to engage on this issue to be able to draw from the same information and
resource pool.

Thank you.
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